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Abstract

Indoor Morbidity and Mortality Record (IMMR) forms the back bone of data in the evaluation of the health status of
a nation. In Sri Lanka it is also an integral part of the health information system which supports management of
healthcare, monitoring of disease patterns and evaluation of treatment and prevention. Although the paper based
system of IMMR in place has served this purpose over the years to a level of satisfaction, it has increasingly become
obsolete with practical and logistical barriers. This has rendered it almost a daunting task to keep up with the
expected levels of timeliness, accuracy and relevancy as is required. It has become ever more evident in the recent
past with the volatility of disease patterns on the rise and the role of disease surveillance becoming a “life-saver” in
current epidemics. In the quest for solutions, healthcare digitisation along with a web-based IMMR, as explored in
this instance, proved to be a promising tool and a shift in the right direction. The system introduced will pave the
way for the concept of “enter once-use many times” of all data inputs plus the almost unimaginable ways of analysis
and presentations. With almost real-time information at hand and extrapolations of such, the digital healthcare
information system would inevitably become the “crystal ball” for prediction of the future health needs and disease
patterns.
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